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This workshop will showcase the most recent advances in the field of economics on conflict with a 

particular focus on the local and spillover effects of conflict, conflict and spatial poverty traps, and 

policies to mitigate potential negative effects of conflict such as infrastructure investment. While 

the policy focus of this workshop is on Africa, the presentations include a larger geographical 

coverage. The workshop will be divided into two sessions. First there will be a round table discussion 

with two presentations by the main keynote speakers, followed by a Q&A session. Second, authors 

will present their research papers, followed by feedback by a discussant and a Q&A session. 

 

This event is jointly organized by the World Bank Poverty and Equity Global Practice, the Office of 

the Director for Regional Integration for Africa of the World Bank, and the Institute for International 

Economic Policy at George Washington University. 

 

Conference organizers: 

• Rémi Jedwab, Associate Professor of Economics and International Affairs, George Washington 

University 

• Carlos Rodríguez-Castelán, Lead Economist, Poverty and Equity Global Practice, World Bank 

• Takaaki Masaki, Economist, Poverty and Equity Global Practice, World Bank 

Tentative agenda: 

9:00 – 9:05      WELCOMING REMARKS 

Deborah Wetzel, Director, Regional Integration for Africa, the Middle East and Northern 

Africa, World Bank 

 

  

  

https://gwu.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=gwu&service=6&rnd=0.7419388119218263&main_url=https://gwu.webex.com/ec3300/eventcenter/event/eventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b000000046389b17855e53f59e9476721811970731b310130a43b79fd1abeda41d60eccbd%26siteurl%3Dgwu%26confViewID%3D192047630200635766%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAATmzBwgIC72uTRNui3HdZYK8PzMnwn7JOF07BrRU-QJoQ2%26
https://gwu.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=gwu&service=6&rnd=0.7419388119218263&main_url=https://gwu.webex.com/ec3300/eventcenter/event/eventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b000000046389b17855e53f59e9476721811970731b310130a43b79fd1abeda41d60eccbd%26siteurl%3Dgwu%26confViewID%3D192047630200635766%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAATmzBwgIC72uTRNui3HdZYK8PzMnwn7JOF07BrRU-QJoQ2%26
https://www.worldbank.org/en/about/people/d/deborah-wetzel
https://www.worldbank.org/en/about/people/d/deborah-wetzel


 

 

 

9:05 – 10:30    ROUNDTABLE ON THE SPATIAL ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF CONFLICT 

Moderated by Carolina Sánchez-Páramo, Global Director, Poverty and Equity Global 

Practice, World Bank 

 

Keynote Speakers: 

• Chris Blattman, Professor of Global Conflict Studies, University of Chicago 

• Dominic Rohner, Co-Director of the Department of Economics at HEC, University 

of Lausanne 

Q&A 

 

10:30 – 12:30   ACADEMIC PRESENTATIONS 

Moderated by Rémi Jedwab, Associate Professor of Economics and International Affairs, 

George Washington University 

 

Paper 1: Transhumant Pastoralism, Climate Change, and Conflict in Africa, Nathan Nunn, Frederic E. 

Abbe Professor of Economics, Harvard University 

Discussant: Roland Hodler, Professor of Economics, University of St.Gallen 

 

Q&A 

 

Paper 2: Estimating the Spillover Effects of Foreign Conflict: Evidence from Boko Haram, Rémi 

Jedwab, Associate Professor of Economics and International Affairs, George Washington 

University 

Discussant: Mathieu Couttenier, Research Chair IDEX, University of Lyon-ENS-GATE 

 

Q&A 

 

Paper 3: Gangs, Labor Mobility and Development, Maria Micaela Sviatschi, Assistant Professor 

in Economics and Public Affairs, Princeton University 
Discussant: Elena Esposito, Assistant Professor at HEC, University of Lausanne 

 

Q&A 

 

Paper 4: Heat and Hate: Climate Security and Farmer-Herder Conflicts in Africa, Mathias Thoenig, 

Professor of Economics at HEC, University of Lausanne 

Discussant: Eoin McGuirk, Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Tufts University 

 

Q&A 

 

12:30    CLOSING 

 

 

 Visit the event website for more information 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/about/people/c/carolina-sanchez
https://www.worldbank.org/en/about/people/c/carolina-sanchez
https://chrisblattman.com/
https://chrisblattman.com/
https://chrisblattman.com/
https://sites.google.com/site/dprohner/
https://sites.google.com/site/dprohner/
https://sites.google.com/site/dprohner/
https://sites.google.com/site/dprohner/
https://iiep.gwu.edu/2021/04/28/the-spatial-economic-effects-of-conflict/

